
Drug Trends in Brown County 

The drug scene is an ever-changing world. In Brown County, heroin is slowly fading, marijuana continues to hold strong 
and methamphetamine is rising at an alarming rate. We are seeing a rise in methamphetamine abuse as opioid (heroin, 
morphine, prescription pain relievers) users are switching over to methamphetamine as a “safer” alternative to heroin. 

Below is what you need to know about these drugs. 

 
 

 
Heroin 

 
Marijuana 

 
Methamphetamine 

What is it? A highly addictive drug and 
the most rapidly acting of all 
opiates.  

A mind-altering drug, produced 
by the Cannabis sativa plant. It 
contains over 400 chemicals. THC 
being the main chemical 
ingredient that produces 
psychoactive effect. 

A stimulant drug usually used as 
a white, bitter-tasting powder or 
a pill. 

What it looks 
like:  

A white or brownish powder, 
or black sticky substance 
known on the street as 
“black tar heroin”. 

A dry, shredded green/brown mix 
of flowers, stems, seeds, and 
leaves. 

Regular meth is a pill or powder. 
Crystal meth resembles glass 
fragments or shiny blue-white 
“rocks”.  

Common 
street names:  

Dope, horse, junk, thunder, 
big H and smack 

Blunt, dope, grass, hash, joint, 
Mary Jane, pot, weed 

Chalk, crank, crystal, glass, ice, 
meth, speed, trash 

How is it 
used/abused?  

Heroin can be injected, 
smoked, or sniffed/snorted  

Marijuana can be smoked as a 
blunt, cigarette or in a pipe or 
bong, mixed with foods or 
brewed as a tea 

Meth can be swallowed, snorted, 
injected, or smoked 

Short term 
effects: 

Constipation, vomiting, cloud 
thinking, slowed speech, 
slowed heart rate, euphoria 

Impaired body movement, 
difficulty with thinking and 
problem-solving, impaired 
memory, distorted perception 

Increased wakefulness, faster 
breathing, irregular heartbeat, 
increased blood pressure and 
body temperature 

Long term 
effects: 

Infections, blood clots, 
collapsed veins, addiction, 
overdose, death 

When marijuana users begin 
using as teenagers, the drug may 
reduce thinking, memory, and 
learning functions that may last a 
long time or even be permanent. 

Psychological dependence, 
memory loss, hallucinations, 
paranoia, mood disturbances, 
dental health problems, 
overdose, death 

 

There is no easy way to tell if your child is using drugs; however, common signs and symptoms of substance abuse may 

include: neglecting responsibilities at school, work, or home, changes in relationships with family members or friends, 

unexplained change in personality or attitude, deterioration of physical appearance, bloodshot eyes, sudden weight loss 

or weight gain, and abandoning enjoyable activities.  

Your school Student Services Office is here to help. If you are concerned your child may be using, please reach out to 

your child’s school social worker for support and resources.  

 

Sources: Brown County Drug Task Force, National Institute on Drug Abuse, US Drug Enforcement Administration 


